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 Pennsylvania
 409 Alcohol-Impaired 

Driving Fatalities 
(2009).3

 39 Under 21 Alcohol-
Impaired Driving 
Fatalities (2009).3

 DUI - Repeat Offenders3

 BAC .08 - .14  - 20%
 BAC .15+  - 80%

 United States
 On an average day, 

there were 35 alcohol-
related crashes with 1.5 
fatalities and 27 injured 
people (2007).2

 10,839 people were 
killed in drunk driving 
accidents
(2009).3



 High school students 
who use alcohol are five 
times more likely to 
drop out of school or 
believe good grades are 
not important. 1

 One in three people will 
be involved in an 
alcohol-related crash in 
their lifetime. 1

 One in three 8th graders 
drinks alcohol. 1

 Teen alcohol use kills 
about 6,000 people each 
year, more than all 
illegal drugs combined. 1

 Car crashes are the 
leading cause of death 
for teens. One out of 
three is alcohol related. 1

 One in five teens binge 
drink. Only 1 in 100 
parents believes his or 
her teen binge drinks. 1





Our story begins August 17, 1974, when Mary Jane Coons and 
William Sherman Jr. exchanged vows and became a family.

Together, they had two boys, Jarrod and Justin Sherman.  The 
family would later become five after providing a home to a 

girl in need.



Jarrod, the eldest, found 
interest in reading, space 
exploration, and most of all, 
dinosaurs. 

He inherited his mother’s 
blue eyes and his father’s 
dark hair.  

He wished to one day 
become a marine biologist 
with hopes of helping 
animals.

Justin was his brother’s 
other half.

He loved nothing more than 
riding his bike, hanging out 
in his treehouse, and 
playing baseball; where he 
eagerly learned to hit the 
ball.

He was known for sporting 
a mischievous, yet sweet, 
grin.





After attending a family 
gathering, Jarrod and 
Justin wished to ride with 
their grandparents, 
William Sr. and Ellen 
Sherman.  Along with 
them was a cousin of 
close age, Josh.

To satisfy the children, 
their parents allowed 
them to ride with their 
grandparents.  In the 
following vehicle rode 
William Jr., Mary Jane, 
and Josh’s mother, Joyce; 
fully unaware of the 
dangers lurking on the 
road ahead.



At 7:21 p.m., disaster 
stuck when a local man 
chose to drive after 
drinking at a wedding 
reception.  At an intersection, the 

intoxicated man failed to 
yield the right-of-way, 
turned, and collided 
head-on with the 
Sherman car.

The passengers of the following  car could 
do nothing but witness the tragedy bestowed 

upon their parents and children.



Josh was the only survivor of the Sherman car.

The intoxicated man was sentenced to prison, only to 
one day drink and drive again.



Jarrod never became a marine biologist. 

The devastation of that evening affects the present 
and will continue to forever alter the future.

Justin played only one season of baseball.

“You never get over it.  We will never be the same 
people we once were.” - Mary Jane Sherman

Memories thrown away.

My mother never had the chance to introduce her children to her brothers.





Provide a better future by setting an example:

 Think before you act.

 Don’t mix alcohol and 
driving.

 Be wary of other 
drivers.

 Wait till you are 21.

 Assign a designated 
driver.

 Report underage 
drinking.



Uncle JarrodUncle Justin

You will forever remain in our hearts.

William Sherman Sr.Ellen Sherman





1. MADD
 http://www.madd.org/statistics/

2. Edgar Snyder & Associates
 http://www.edgarsnyder.com/drunk-

driving/statistics.html
3. Century Council
 http://www.centurycouncil.org/learn-the-

facts/statefacts/states/PA


