Impaired Driving
Statistics


In 2008, it was estimated that 12.4% of
persons ages 12 and older drove under
the influence of alcohol at least once
during the year



In 2008, 11.773 people were killed in
alcohol‐impaired driving crashes. This
was roughly 1/3 of all traffic related
deaths in the United States



The under 20 years old age group had
the highest proportion of distracted
drivers



In the US, someone is killed in an
alcohol‐impaired car crash every 50
minutes



At least 3 people under 21 years old die
each day in alcohol‐impaired crashes

What will
you
STANDD
for?

STANDD

Smart Thinking and Never Drunk Driving

Myth v. Fact
Myth: Coffee will wake me up enough to
drive safely.
Fact: Only time will rid your body of
alcohol. Caffeine in coffee will make you
jittery but it cannot keep you alert and
restore judgment lost to alcohol
consumption.
Myth: I stay with beer and never drink the
hard stuff so I’ll be fine to drive.
Fact: Alcohol is alcohol. A 12 oz beer has
as much alcohol as a 1.5 oz whiskey or 5 oz
glass of wine.
Myth: As long as I roll down the window
and get some fresh air I’ll be fine. I’ll turn
up the radio really loud. I’ll splash cold
water on my face.
Fact: Alcohol is alcohol is alcohol. Time is
the only way to lower your blood alcohol
level. Cold wind or cold water in your face
will not return your alertness, motor skills
and judgment.
Myth: When I’ve been drinking, I
compensate by driving very slowly.
Fact: Drinking and driving is not safe at
any speed. In fact, even driving too slowly
will make you a traffic hazard and could
cause a crash.

The Effects of Alcohol on
Your Body
When a person drinks
alcohol, almost every part of their
body is affected. Once alcohol has
been ingested, it reaches the
stomach where roughly 20% of the
alcohol is absorbed into the blood
stream. The other 80% of the
alcohol continues to the small
intestine and is absorbed into the
bloodstream there. As the alcohol
flows through the blood stream, the
liver metabolizes it. Normally, the
liver can metabolize one standard
drink (12 oz. bottle of beer or 5 oz.
glass of wine) per hour. However,
when a greater amount of alcohol is
consumed, the liver cannot process
all of it right away. As a result, your
blood becomes saturated and the
alcohol goes to your body tissue and
blood stream. Having alcohol in your
system can affect your sleep, motor
functions, thoughts, emotions, and
memory.

Penalties of Drunk Driving
All states have adopted 21 as the legal
drinking age. In addition, two‐thirds of the
states have now passed Administrative
License Revocation (ALR) laws, which allow
the arresting officer to take the license of
drivers who fail or refuse to take a breath
test.
All states have now lowered the legal
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit
from .10 to .08 percent for adults, and all
states have passed Zero Tolerance laws
which prohibit drivers under 21 from having
any measurable amount of alcohol in their
blood system.
Many state legislatures have passed laws
requiring mandatory jail time for repeat DUI
convictions. For those who have three DUI
convictions, they lose many of their civil
rights including not being able to vote or
own a weapon. They can also lose out on
their driver's license permanently or for
many, many years.
In order to get that license back, most
states now require that offenders complete
some form of a DUI school or education and
assessment program. In addition, many
states also require additional insurance
coverage before returning driving privileges
to DUI offenders.

