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A Guide to Protecting
Motorcyctists' Legal Rights
By Edgar Snyder

In 2010 alone, there were more than
4,000 accidents involving motorcycles in
Pennsylvania. As the riding season gets
underway in earnest, remember the
importance of biker safety, insurance
coverage and protecting your legal rights.

Safe riding begins with a safety
check every time you plan to ride. Start
by reviewing your owner's manual to
familiarize yourself with the specifics of
your bike. Then check your tires, con-
trols, lights, turn signals, horns, fluid lev-
els, and brakes.

A few more safety tips follow: Always
remain as visible to other motorists as
possible and even though it's the law
(except for very old motorcycles), use
your headlight at all times, day and
night. Always wear proper riding attire.

Avoid other vehicles' blind spots, and
know your own. Know how to handle the
weight of an additional rider. Practice
defensive riding-always watch for other
drivers, road debris, and animals.

Although Pennsylvania modified its
mandatory helmet law in 2003, there are
some specifics worth reviewing. Any
motorcyclist over the age ol 21, who has
either had a motorcycle license for two
years or who has completed an
approved motorcycle safety course, is
not required to wear a helmet. All motor-
cycle operators and riders under 21 , or
those who only have a learner's permit,
however, are required to wear a
Department of Transportation-approved
helmet. Additionally, all motorcycle
operators and riders are required to
wear Depadment of Motor Vehicles-
approved eye protection.

While it's your choice to wear a hel-
met if you're 21 or older, statistics have
consistently shown that wearing a hel-
met increases the chance of survival in
a motorcycle accident.

Having the right insurance can save
you thousands of dollars if you're ever in
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an accident, but choosing the right insur-
ance policy to suit your needs can be dif-
ficult. Now is a good time to review your
current policy and consider changing it to
include coverage that exceeds
Pennsylvania's state-required mini-
mums. Here are a few examples of types
of coverage to consider increasing:

lf you are found legally responsible
for an accident, Bodily lnjury Liability
coverage will cover any claims that are
made against you. ln Pennsylvania, you
must carry at least $15,000 per person
and $30,000 per occurrence in cov-
erage. lt is recommended, however, to
have at least $100,000 per person and
$300,000 per occurrence of coverage.
Medical bills, lost wages and property
damage can add up very quickly, but
with adequate coverage, you protect
your financial interests.

Unfortunately, there are a shocking
number of individuals who choose to
ride or drive without insurance, or who
purchase only the minimum amount of
coverage legally needed to be on the
road. lf you are in an accident that was
caused by a driver who doesn't have
insurance, or enough insuranc6, you
could be left paying thousands-even if
the accident wasn't your fault. The mini-
mum recommended coverage for
Uninsured Motorist (UM) and
Underinsured Motorist (UlM) coverage
is $100,000 per person, and $300,000
per occurrence.

lf you are able. have your motorcycle
on the same policy as the other vehicles
in your household. By doing so, you
may be able to request stacking, which
will increase your coverage by the total
amount of vehicles on your policy. For
example, if you purchase the rec-
ommended amount of $100,000 per per-
son and $300,000 per occurrence of UM
and UIM coverage, and you have two
vehicles on your policy, stacking your
policies will allow you to receive cov-
erage in the amount of $200,000 per
person and $600,000 per occurrence.

It's easy to see the appeal in choos-
ing a policy that offers you short-term
savings, but inadequate coverage could
cost you more in the long run. lt's better
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Finally, contact your insurance com_pany. tell them you were in an accident,
and pass along all the information-tf,ri
you were able to collect. Never give arecorded statement to the otfrei perl
son's insurance company, and don,tgrve one to your own insurance com_pany uniil you,ve consulted with an
attorney.
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